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OFDM simulation using MATLAB code

Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) has become a cornerstone technology in
modern wireless communication systems, including Wi-Fi, LTE, and 5G. Its ability to efficiently utilize
spectrum, mitigate interference, and combat multipath fading makes it an attractive choice for
high-data-rate applications. To understand and optimize OFDM systems, simulation plays a vital
role. MATLAB, with its powerful signal processing toolbox and ease of prototyping, is an ideal
platform for designing, simulating, and analyzing OFDM systems. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to developing an OFDM simulation using MATLAB, covering fundamental
concepts, step-by-step implementation, and performance evaluation.

Understanding OFDM and Its Components

Before diving into MATLAB implementation, it?s essential to grasp the key concepts of OFDM.

What is OFDM?

- OFDM is a multi-carrier modulation technique where a high-data-rate stream is divided into
multiple lower-rate streams.

- Each subcarrier is orthogonal to the others, allowing overlapping spectra without interference.
- OFDM transforms the frequency-selective fading channel into multiple flat-fading channels,

simplifying equalization.

Key Components of an OFDM System

- Source Data: The bitstream to be transmitted.
- Mapper: Converts bits into symbols using modulation schemes like QPSK, 16-QAM, etc.
- Serial-to-Parallel Converter: Divides the data into parallel streams for subcarrier mapping.
- IFFT Block: Converts frequency domain symbols into time domain signals.
- Cyclic Prefix Addition: Adds a cyclic prefix to combat inter-symbol interference (ISI).
- Parallel-to-Serial Converter: Converts parallel data into serial for transmission.
- Channel: Simulates the wireless medium, including noise and fading.
- Receiver Components: Remove cyclic prefix, perform FFT, demap symbols, and recover data.
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Step-by-Step OFDM Simulation in MATLAB

Designing an OFDM system in MATLAB involves multiple stages. Below is a structured approach to
implementing a basic OFDM simulation.

1. Define System Parameters

Set the fundamental parameters that will govern the simulation:

- Number of subcarriers (N)
- FFT size
- Modulation order (e.g., QPSK, 16-QAM)
- Cyclic prefix length (CP)
- Number of OFDM symbols
- Signal bandwidth

Example:

```matlab

N = 64; % Number of subcarriers

CP = 16; % Cyclic prefix length

numSymbols = 100; % Number of OFDM symbols

modOrder = 4; % 4 for QPSK

```

2. Generate Random Data

Create a bitstream and map it to symbols.

```matlab

numBits = numSymbols N log2(modOrder);

dataBits = randi([0 1], numBits, 1);
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% Reshape bits into symbols

dataSymbols = bi2de(reshape(dataBits, [], log2(modOrder)), 'left-msb');

```

3. Map Data to Modulation Symbols

Use modulation schemes like QPSK or 16-QAM.

```matlab

% QPSK modulation

mappedSymbols = pskmod(dataSymbols, modOrder, pi/4);

```

4. Serial-to-Parallel Conversion

Organize symbols into matrices corresponding to OFDM symbols.

```matlab

symbolsMatrix = reshape(mappedSymbols, N, []);

```

5. OFDM Modulation via IFFT

Transform frequency domain symbols into time domain signals.

```matlab

txSignal = [];

for i = 1:size(symbolsMatrix, 2)

% IFFT operation

timeDomainSig = ifft(symbolsMatrix(:, i), N);
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% Add cyclic prefix

cyclicPrefix = timeDomainSig(end - CP + 1:end);

txOFDMsymbol = [cyclicPrefix; timeDomainSig];

txSignal = [txSignal; txOFDMsymbol];

end

```

6. Channel Simulation

Introduce channel impairments such as noise or fading.

```matlab

% Example: Add AWGN noise

snr = 30; % Signal-to-noise ratio in dB

rxSignal = awgn(txSignal, snr, 'measured');

```

7. Receiver Processing

- Remove cyclic prefix
- FFT to revert to frequency domain
- Demodulate symbols
- Convert symbols back to bits

```matlab

receivedSymbols = [];

offset = 0;

symbolLength = N + CP;
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for i = 1:numSymbols

startIdx = (i-1)symbolLength + 1;

endIdx = isymbolLength;

% Extract OFDM symbol

rxOFDMsymbol = rxSignal(startIdx:endIdx);

% Remove cyclic prefix

rxOFDMsymbol = rxOFDMsymbol(CP+1:end);

% FFT

freqDomainSymbols = fft(rxOFDMsymbol, N);

receivedSymbols = [receivedSymbols; freqDomainSymbols];

end

% Demodulate

demappedSymbols = pskdemod(receivedSymbols, modOrder, pi/4);

% Convert symbols to bits

receivedBits = de2bi(demappedSymbols, log2(modOrder), 'left-msb');

receivedBits = receivedBits(:);

```

Performance Evaluation

Once the simulation is complete, evaluate system performance:

Bit Error Rate (BER)

Calculate the BER to assess the system's accuracy.
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```matlab

[numErrs, ber] = biterr(dataBits, receivedBits);

fprintf('Bit Error Rate (BER): %f\n', ber);

```

Visualization and Analysis

Plot constellation diagrams, time-domain waveforms, and BER curves to analyze system behavior.

```matlab

% Constellation diagram of transmitted symbols

scatterplot(mappedSymbols);

title('Transmitted Symbols');

% Constellation diagram of received symbols

scatterplot(demappedSymbols);

title('Received Symbols');

```

Advanced Topics and Enhancements

A basic OFDM simulation can be extended to incorporate more realistic features:

Channel Models

- Multipath fading channels (Rayleigh, Rician)
- Time-varying channels to simulate mobility

Channel Equalization
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- Implement equalizers like zero-forcing or MMSE to mitigate channel effects

Synchronization

- Carrier frequency offset (CFO) correction
- Timing synchronization algorithms

Channel Coding

- Add forward error correction (FEC) codes such as convolutional or LDPC codes for improved
robustness

Peak-to-Average Power Ratio (PAPR) Reduction

- Techniques like clipping or coding to reduce PAPR

Conclusion

Simulating an OFDM system in MATLAB provides valuable insights into its operation, performance,
and challenges. The step-by-step approach outlined above offers a foundational understanding,
which can be further refined and extended for more complex and realistic scenarios. MATLAB?s
versatile environment allows researchers and engineers to experiment with various modulation
schemes, channel models, and signal processing techniques, thereby facilitating a comprehensive
exploration of OFDM technology. Whether for academic research, system design, or educational
purposes, mastering OFDM simulation using MATLAB is an essential skill in the modern wireless
communication landscape.
 
OFDM Simulation Using MATLAB Code: An In-Depth Review

Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) has revolutionized modern wireless
communication systems due to its robustness against multipath fading and high spectral efficiency.
As a pivotal technology underpinning standards like LTE, Wi-Fi, and 5G, understanding OFDM's
simulation and analysis using MATLAB becomes essential for researchers, engineers, and students
alike. This article provides a comprehensive review of OFDM simulation using MATLAB code,
exploring theoretical foundations, practical implementation steps, and performance evaluation
techniques.

Introduction to OFDM and Its Significance
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OFDM is a multicarrier modulation scheme that divides a high-rate data stream into multiple
lower-rate streams transmitted simultaneously over orthogonal subcarriers. This orthogonality
minimizes inter-carrier interference (ICI), enabling efficient spectrum utilization.

Why Simulate OFDM?

- To understand system behavior under different channel conditions.
- To evaluate the impact of impairments like noise, fading, and interference.
- To optimize parameters such as subcarrier spacing, cyclic prefix, and modulation schemes.
- To facilitate educational learning and research development without costly hardware.

MATLAB, with its rich set of signal processing tools and ease of programming, offers an ideal
platform for simulating OFDM systems.

Theoretical Foundations of OFDM

Key Concepts

- Orthogonality: Ensures subcarriers do not interfere even when they overlap spectrally.
- Cyclic Prefix (CP): A guard interval appended to each OFDM symbol, mitigating inter-symbol

interference (ISI).
- Subcarrier Modulation: Typically, Quadrature Amplitude Modulation (QAM) or Phase Shift

Keying (PSK).
- FFT and IFFT: Efficiently generate and demodulate OFDM signals.

Basic OFDM Transmitter and Receiver

- Transmitter:

- Map input bits onto modulation symbols.
- Group symbols into blocks.
- Perform IFFT to generate time-domain OFDM symbols.
- Append cyclic prefix.
- Transmit over the channel.

- Channel:
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- Add noise, multipath fading, or interference as needed.

- Receiver:

- Remove cyclic prefix.
- Perform FFT to recover frequency domain symbols.
- Demodulate and decode data.

MATLAB Implementation of OFDM Simulation

Step 1: Setting System Parameters

```matlab

% Basic OFDM system parameters

N = 64; % Number of subcarriers

cpLen = 16; % Length of cyclic prefix

modulationOrder = 4; % QPSK (4-QAM)

numSymbols = 100; % Number of OFDM symbols to simulate

EbNo = 20; % Signal-to-noise ratio in dB

```

Step 2: Data Generation and Modulation

```matlab

% Generate random bits

numBits = numSymbols N log2(modulationOrder);

bits = randi([0 1], numBits, 1);

% Map bits to QPSK symbols

Published by: bursary.slu.edu.ng Page 9 of 24



Ofdm Simulation Using Matlab Code Latest Edition Vol. 2025, Issue 3

% Group bits into pairs

bitsReshaped = reshape(bits, [], log2(modulationOrder));

% Convert bits to decimal symbols

symbolIndices = bi2de(bitsReshaped, 'left-msb');

% Generate QPSK symbols

symbols = pskmod(symbolIndices, modulationOrder, pi/4);

```

Step 3: OFDM Signal Construction

```matlab

% Reshape symbols into OFDM frames

symbolsMatrix = reshape(symbols, N, numSymbols);

% Initialize transmitted signal

txSignal = [];

for i = 1:numSymbols

% IFFT to generate time domain signal

timeDomain = ifft(symbolsMatrix(:, i), N);

% Append cyclic prefix

cyclicPrefix = timeDomain(end - cpLen + 1:end);

ofdmSymbol = [cyclicPrefix; timeDomain];

% Concatenate to transmit signal

txSignal = [txSignal; ofdmSymbol];
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end

```

Step 4: Channel Model (Add AWGN)

```matlab

% Add AWGN noise

rxSignal = awgn(txSignal, EbNo, 'measured');

```

Step 5: Receiver Processing

```matlab

% Initialize array for received symbols

receivedSymbols = zeros(N, numSymbols);

% Process each OFDM symbol

symbolLength = N + cpLen;

for i = 1:numSymbols

% Extract one symbol

startIdx = (i-1)symbolLength + 1;

endIdx = startIdx + symbolLength -1;

ofdmRx = rxSignal(startIdx:endIdx);

% Remove cyclic prefix

ofdmRxNoCP = ofdmRx(cpLen+1:end);

% FFT to move back to frequency domain

Published by: bursary.slu.edu.ng Page 11 of 24



Ofdm Simulation Using Matlab Code Latest Edition Vol. 2025, Issue 3

freqDomain = fft(ofdmRxNoCP, N);

receivedSymbols(:, i) = freqDomain;

end

% Reshape received symbols

receivedSymbols = reshape(receivedSymbols, [], 1);

```

Step 6: Demodulation and Bit Recovery

```matlab

% Demodulate QPSK symbols

receivedIndices = pskdemod(receivedSymbols, modulationOrder, pi/4);

% Convert symbols back to bits

receivedBits = de2bi(receivedIndices, log2(modulationOrder), 'left-msb');

receivedBits = receivedBits(:);

```

Step 7: Performance Evaluation

```matlab

% Compute Bit Error Rate (BER)

[numErrors, ber] = biterr(bits, receivedBits);

fprintf('Bit Errors: %d\n', numErrors);

fprintf('BER: %f\n', ber);

```
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Deep Dive: Enhancements and Practical Considerations

Channel Impairments and Fading

Real-world channels introduce multipath effects, Doppler shifts, and fading. MATLAB allows
simulation of such effects using functions like `rayleighchan` and `multipath fading models`.
Incorporating these into OFDM simulation provides insights into system robustness.

Synchronization and Channel Estimation

Practical OFDM receivers require synchronization (timing, frequency) and channel estimation.
Techniques such as pilot insertion, correlation-based synchronization, and pilot-assisted channel
estimation are crucial. MATLAB's Communications Toolbox offers built-in functions to facilitate
these.

PAPR Reduction

Peak-to-Average Power Ratio (PAPR) is a significant challenge in OFDM systems. Techniques like
clipping, companding, and coding can reduce PAPR and are implementable within MATLAB
environments.

Error Correction Coding

Adding convolutional or LDPC codes enhances reliability. MATLAB supports coding schemes that
can be integrated into the simulation framework.

Performance Metrics and Analysis

- BER vs. SNR: Plotting BER against Eb/No provides a quantitative measure of system
performance.

- Spectral Efficiency: Evaluating how parameter choices affect throughput.
- Channel Capacity: Using Shannon's theorem to estimate maximum achievable rates under

simulated conditions.
- Impact of Impairments: Assessing how multipath, Doppler, and noise affect system fidelity.

Conclusion

The simulation of OFDM using MATLAB code offers a powerful means to explore the intricacies of
modern wireless communication systems. From fundamental modulation schemes to advanced
channel models, MATLAB's versatile environment enables comprehensive analysis and
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optimization. Through iterative design, simulation, and performance evaluation, engineers and
researchers can develop robust OFDM systems tailored to emerging communication standards.

The ability to simulate real-world impairments and test various mitigation strategies makes MATLAB
an indispensable tool in the advancement of wireless communications. As technology continues to
evolve towards higher data rates and more reliable connections, mastering OFDM simulation
techniques remains a critical skill for the next generation of engineers and scientists.
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This review underscores the significance of MATLAB-based OFDM simulation as both an
educational and research tool, providing foundational understanding and facilitating innovation in
wireless communication systems.
 

 QuestionAnswer How can I implement OFDM modulation and demodulation in MATLAB for
simulation purposes? You can implement OFDM in MATLAB by creating a sequence of steps:
generate data bits, map them to symbols (e.g., QAM), perform IFFT to create OFDM symbols, add
cyclic prefix, transmit over a channel, and then perform synchronization, cyclic prefix removal, FFT,
and symbol demodulation. MATLAB provides functions like 'ifft', 'fft', and Communication Toolbox
functions to facilitate this process. What are the key parameters to consider when simulating OFDM
in MATLAB? Key parameters include the number of subcarriers, cyclic prefix length, modulation
order (e.g., 16-QAM), bandwidth, subcarrier spacing, and channel characteristics. Proper selection
of these parameters affects the system's performance, spectral efficiency, and robustness to noise
and multipath effects. How do I simulate multipath fading channels in MATLAB for OFDM systems?
You can simulate multipath fading channels using MATLAB's built-in functions such as
'rayleighchan', 'ricianchan', or by designing custom channel models. Apply the channel to the
transmitted OFDM signal, and then perform equalization at the receiver to mitigate the effects of
fading. How can I evaluate the BER performance of my OFDM MATLAB simulation? After
transmitting the modulated OFDM signal through the simulated channel and performing
demodulation, compare the received bits with the original transmitted bits. Use the 'biterr' function or
calculate the ratio of error bits to total bits to determine the Bit Error Rate (BER) across different
SNR levels. What are common challenges faced in OFDM simulation using MATLAB and how can I
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address them? Common challenges include synchronization issues, high Peak-to-Average Power
Ratio (PAPR), and channel impairments. Address synchronization with pilot symbols or
synchronization algorithms, reduce PAPR using techniques like clipping or coding, and model
realistic channel conditions for accuracy. MATLAB toolboxes offer functions and example codes to
help tackle these challenges. Can I simulate MIMO-OFDM systems in MATLAB, and what should I
consider? Yes, MATLAB supports MIMO-OFDM simulation using the Communications Toolbox.
Consider factors like the number of transmit and receive antennas, channel matrix modeling, spatial
multiplexing schemes, and the impact of antenna correlations. Utilize MATLAB functions such as
'rayleighchan' for channel modeling and 'lteMIMO' functions for system implementation. How do I
visualize the spectral efficiency and power spectrum of my OFDM simulation in MATLAB? You can
plot the power spectral density (PSD) using functions like 'pwelch' or 'periodogram' on the
transmitted and received signals. To assess spectral efficiency, analyze the occupied bandwidth
relative to the data rate, considering modulation and coding schemes used in your simulation. Are
there existing MATLAB examples or toolboxes for OFDM simulation that I can leverage? Yes,
MATLAB's Communications Toolbox includes example scripts and functions for OFDM and LTE
systems. Additionally, MATLAB Central and MathWorks File Exchange offer user-contributed codes
and tutorials that can serve as starting points for your OFDM simulation projects. 

 
Related keywords: OFDM, MATLAB, simulation, multicarrier modulation, orthogonal frequency
division multiplexing, wireless communication, MATLAB code, channel modeling, frequency
selectivity, digital communication

SINGLE PHASE INVERTER USING SCR

Single phase inverter using SCR is a vital component in the realm of power electronics, enabling
the conversion of direct current (DC) into alternating current (AC) with efficiency and precision. This
type of inverter is widely used in various applications, including renewable energy systems, motor
drives, and uninterruptible power supplies (UPS). The use of Silicon Controlled Rectifiers (SCRs) in
single-phase inverters offers a robust solution for controlling power flow, reducing harmonics, and
improving overall system performance. In this article, we delve into the fundamental concepts,
working principles, design considerations, and advantages of single-phase inverters using SCRs,
providing a comprehensive understanding for engineers, students, and enthusiasts alike.

Understanding Single Phase Inverter Using SCR

What is a Single Phase Inverter?

A single-phase inverter is an electronic device that converts DC power into AC power in a single
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phase. It is commonly used in small-scale applications such as residential solar power systems,
small motor drives, and portable generator systems. The primary function is to produce a sinusoidal
or modified sine wave output suitable for powering AC loads.

Role of SCRs in Inverter Circuits

Silicon Controlled Rectifiers (SCRs) are solid-state devices that act as switches, allowing current to
flow only when triggered by a gate signal. Their ability to handle high voltages and currents makes
them ideal for power control applications. In inverter circuits, SCRs are used to control the timing of
the AC waveform generation, enabling efficient conversion and modulation of the output.

Working Principle of Single Phase Inverter Using SCR

Basic Operation

The operation of a single-phase inverter using SCRs involves the controlled switching of SCRs to
produce an AC waveform from a DC source. The basic steps include:

- DC Supply: Provides a steady DC voltage source.
- Switching Devices (SCRs): Turn on and off at specific intervals to shape the AC output.
- Control Circuit: Generates gate pulses to trigger SCRs at desired times.
- Load: The AC load connected at the inverter output receives the converted power.

Waveform Generation

The inverter generates an AC waveform by phase-controlled switching of SCRs. The key process
involves:

- Triggering SCRs at precise time instants (firing angle) within each cycle.
- Controlling the conduction period of SCRs to modulate the output waveform.
- The output voltage varies depending on the firing angle, allowing for control over the RMS

voltage.

Firing Angle Control

The firing angle (?) determines when the SCRs are triggered within each cycle. Adjusting ?
influences the output voltage:
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- Firing angle 0°: SCRs turn on at the start of the cycle, producing maximum output voltage.
- Firing angle approaching 180°: SCRs turn on later, reducing the output voltage.
- This method allows for voltage regulation and harmonic control.

Types of Single Phase SCR-Based Inverters

Single-Phase Half-Bridge Inverter

- Consists of two SCRs connected in series across the DC supply.
- Produces an AC waveform by alternately switching SCRs on and off.
- Suitable for low power applications.

Single-Phase Full-Bridge Inverter

- Uses four SCRs arranged in a bridge configuration.
- Capable of producing a more symmetrical AC waveform.
- Commonly used in higher power applications.

Modified and PWM Inverters

- Incorporate pulse-width modulation (PWM) techniques to produce sinusoidal outputs.
- Use gate control circuitry to modulate the SCRs' firing angles dynamically.
- Achieve better harmonic performance and voltage regulation.

Design Considerations for Single Phase Inverter Using SCR

Component Selection

- SCRs: Must handle the maximum load current and voltage.
- Diodes: For snubber circuits and freewheeling paths.
- Capacitors and Inductors: To filter output waveforms and reduce harmonics.
- Control Circuitry: Microcontrollers or analog circuits for firing pulse generation.

Firing Control Methods

- Phase Control: Adjusting the firing angle to regulate output voltage.
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- Zero Crossing Triggering: Triggering SCRs at specific points relative to the waveform
zero-crossing.

- Pulse Delay Circuits: Use RC networks or microcontrollers for precise timing.

Protection and Safety Measures

- Overcurrent protection using fuses or circuit breakers.
- Snubber circuits to protect against voltage spikes.
- Proper insulation and grounding to ensure safety.

Harmonic Mitigation

- Implementing filters (LC filters) at the output.
- Using advanced modulation techniques like PWM.
- Ensuring proper firing angle control to minimize harmonic distortion.

Advantages of Using SCR in Single Phase Inverters

- High Power Handling: SCRs can switch high voltages and currents efficiently.
- Cost-Effective: Generally more economical compared to other switching devices for high-power

applications.
- Ruggedness: Durable and reliable in harsh environments.
- Controlled Switching: Precise control over the conduction period for voltage regulation.
- Bidirectional Power Flow: When configured properly, SCR-based inverters can handle

bidirectional power flow, useful in regenerative systems.

Applications of Single Phase Inverter Using SCR

- Renewable Energy Systems (e.g., Solar PV inverters)
- Motor Drives and Variable Frequency Drives
- Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS)
- Electric Vehicle Chargers
- Welding Equipment
- AC Power Supply for Testing and Measurement

Challenges and Limitations
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Harmonic Distortion

Since SCR-based inverters produce phase-controlled waveforms, they tend to generate harmonics,
which can affect power quality. Proper filtering and modulation are necessary to mitigate these
effects.

Complex Control Circuits

Precise firing angle control requires sophisticated control circuitry, especially for dynamic
applications.

Switching Losses and Heat Dissipation

High current switching causes heat generation, necessitating effective cooling solutions.

Limited Output Waveform Quality

Compared to PWM inverters, SCR-based inverters may produce less sinusoidal waveforms, limiting
their use in sensitive electronic applications.

Conclusion

The single phase inverter using SCR remains a fundamental and versatile solution in power
electronics, especially suited to applications requiring high power handling and cost efficiency.
Through phase control of SCRs, engineers can design inverters capable of regulating output
voltage, controlling power flow, and integrating renewable energy sources effectively. While
challenges such as harmonic distortion and complex control schemes exist, advances in control
algorithms and filtering techniques continue to enhance the performance of SCR-based inverters.
Understanding the working principles, design considerations, and applications of these inverters
provides a solid foundation for future innovations in power conversion technology.

Meta Description: Discover the comprehensive guide on single phase inverters using SCRs,
covering working principles, design considerations, applications, and advantages in power
electronics.
 
Single Phase Inverter Using SCR: A Comprehensive Guide to Design, Operation, and Applications

In the realm of power electronics, the single phase inverter using SCR (Silicon Controlled Rectifier)
stands as a significant solution for converting DC to AC power with controlled output characteristics.
This type of inverter is particularly valued in applications requiring high power, ruggedness, and
precise control, such as industrial drives, uninterruptible power supplies (UPS), and controlled power
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supplies. Understanding the principles, design considerations, and operation of a single phase
inverter using SCRs provides engineers and enthusiasts with the knowledge necessary to
implement efficient and reliable systems.

What is a Single Phase Inverter Using SCR?

A single phase inverter using SCR is a power electronic device that converts direct current (DC) into
alternating current (AC) with a controlled waveform. Unlike transistor-based inverters, SCRs are
thyristors that can handle high voltages and currents, making them suitable for high-power
applications. The inverter employs SCRs as switching elements to produce a desired AC waveform
from a DC source, with the ability to control parameters like frequency, voltage amplitude, and wave
shape.

Why Use SCRs in Single Phase Inverters?

SCRs offer several advantages when used in inverters:

- High Power Handling Capability: They can switch large currents and voltages efficiently.
- Ruggedness and Reliability: SCRs are robust devices suitable for industrial environments.
- Cost-Effectiveness: For high-power applications, SCR-based inverters are often more

economical compared to transistor-based counterparts.
- Controlled Rectification: They enable phase control, allowing modulation of output voltage and

power.

However, SCRs also introduce complexity in control and waveform shaping, requiring specific firing
angle control techniques.

Basic Principles of Single Phase Inverter Using SCR

The core operation involves:

- Converting DC input into AC output.
- Using SCRs as controlled switches to generate a periodic AC waveform.
- Firing SCRs at specific instants (firing angle) to control the output voltage and waveform shape.
- Employing auxiliary components like transformers, filters, and snubbers to refine performance.

The typical configuration involves an arrangement of SCRs, diodes, and sometimes commutation
circuits to facilitate proper switching and waveform regulation.
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Types of Single Phase SCR-Based Inverters

- Half-Bridge Inverter Using SCRs

Uses two SCRs to produce a single polarity of the AC waveform, with the other half generated
through circuit configuration.

- Full-Bridge (Push-Pull) Inverter

Employs four SCRs arranged in a bridge configuration to produce a bipolar AC waveform, allowing
for better control and higher power output.

- Single-Phase Dual-Bridge Inverter

Uses two full bridges for more refined control over the waveform, enabling applications like
sinusoidal PWM.

Design Considerations for Single Phase Inverter Using SCR

Designing an SCR-based inverter involves several critical factors:

- Selection of SCRs: Voltage and current ratings, dv/dt and di/dt ratings, and gate trigger
characteristics.

- Firing Control: Precise control of SCR firing angle to regulate output voltage and waveform.
- Filtering: Use of LC filters to smooth the output waveform and reduce harmonics.
- Protection Circuits: Snubbers, overcurrent, and overvoltage protection to safeguard SCRs.
- Synchronization: Ensuring firing pulses are synchronized with the AC waveform for desired

output.

Firing Angle Control: The Heart of Power Regulation

The key to controlling the output of a single phase SCR inverter lies in the firing angle (?), which is
the delay angle at which SCRs are triggered in each cycle.

- Advance Firing (? close to 0°): Produces higher output voltage.
- Delayed Firing (? closer to 180°): Reduces output voltage.
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- Sinusoidal Waveform Generation: Achieved by varying firing angle in sync with a control signal,
often using phase-locked loops or microcontrollers.

This phase control technique allows for adjusting the RMS output voltage dynamically, making the
inverter suitable for applications like motor speed control and variable power supplies.

Step-by-Step Operation of a Single Phase SCR Inverter

- DC Supply: Provides a steady DC voltage to the inverter circuit.
- Triggering Circuit: Generates gate pulses to fire SCRs at the desired firing angle.
- SCR Firing: When an SCR receives a gate pulse, it turns on and conducts, allowing current to

flow through the load.
- Waveform Formation: The conduction period (controlled by firing angle) determines the shape

and magnitude of the AC output.
- Load: The AC current supplied to the load, which can be resistive, inductive, or a combination.
- Snubbing and Filtering: Mitigate voltage spikes and smooth the waveform.

Advantages of Using SCR-Based Single Phase Inverter

- High Power Capability: Suitable for industrial applications.
- Rugged and Reliable: SCRs are known for durability.
- Cost-Effective for High Power: Less expensive than transistor-based solutions at high power

levels.
- Simple Control for Phase Regulation: Well-understood firing angle control techniques.

Limitations and Challenges

- Waveform Quality: Output waveforms are typically non-sinusoidal, leading to harmonics.
- Complex Control Circuitry: Precise firing angle control requires sophisticated triggering circuits.
- Limited Frequency Range: Operating frequency is often limited compared to transistor inverters.
- Commutation Issues: SCRs are unidirectional devices, necessitating additional circuits for

bidirectional operation.

Applications of Single Phase Inverter Using SCR

- Motor Speed Control: Especially for large DC motors or single-phase induction motors.
- Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS): Providing backup AC power from a battery.
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- Voltage Regulation: For adjustable AC power supplies.
- Lighting Dimming: Controlling AC voltage supplied to lighting fixtures.
- Welding Equipment: Supplying controlled AC power for welding operations.

Advanced Techniques and Improvements

While basic SCR inverters provide fundamental control, advancements include:

- Sinusoidal Pulse Width Modulation (SPWM): To generate near-sinusoidal waveforms.
- Complementary Firing: To improve waveform symmetry.
- Multi-pulse Inverters: To reduce harmonic distortion.
- Use of Commutation Circuits: To turn off SCRs at desired points.

Conclusion

The single phase inverter using SCR remains a vital component in high-power, industrial, and
specialized applications that demand ruggedness, high voltage handling, and controllability. While
modern applications increasingly favor transistor-based inverters for their sine-wave quality and
efficiency, SCR-based inverters offer a cost-effective and reliable solution where waveform quality is
less critical, or high power handling is paramount. Understanding the principles of SCR operation,
firing control, and circuit design enables engineers to harness these devices effectively and innovate
further in the field of power electronics.

Final Tips for Designing and Using SCR-Based Single Phase Inverters

- Always select SCRs with appropriate ratings and include protection circuits.
- Use precise triggering circuits to ensure accurate firing angles.
- Incorporate filtering to mitigate harmonics and improve waveform quality.
- Understand the load characteristics to match the inverter design.
- Keep abreast of advances in phase control and PWM techniques for better performance.

By mastering these fundamentals, one can develop efficient, reliable, and controllable single phase
inverters tailored to specific industrial and commercial needs.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is a single phase inverter using SCRs? A single phase inverter using
SCRs is a power conversion device that converts DC into AC power by controlling silicon-controlled
rectifiers (SCRs) to switch the current, producing an alternating output from a DC source. How does
an SCR-based single phase inverter work? An SCR-based inverter operates by triggering SCRs at
specific intervals to control the output waveform. The SCRs are turned on at desired points in the

Published by: bursary.slu.edu.ng Page 23 of 24



Ofdm Simulation Using Matlab Code Latest Edition Vol. 2025, Issue 3

cycle, allowing controlled AC current flow from a DC source, effectively producing a sine or modified
sine wave. What are the advantages of using SCRs in single phase inverters? SCRs offer high
voltage and current handling capabilities, fast switching, and robustness, making them suitable for
high-power applications. They also provide controllability for waveform shaping and improved
efficiency in inverter circuits. What are the main challenges in designing a single phase inverter
using SCRs? Challenges include controlling the firing angle accurately to produce the desired output
waveform, managing switching losses and harmonics, and ensuring proper commutation of SCRs to
prevent device damage and maintain waveform quality. How is the firing angle controlled in a single
phase SCR inverter? The firing angle is controlled by adjusting the trigger pulses supplied to the
SCRs, typically using a triggering circuit or pulse-width modulation techniques, which determines the
point in the AC cycle when the SCRs are turned on. What types of waveforms can be generated
using a single phase SCR inverter? Single phase SCR inverters can generate modified sine waves,
square waves, or pure sine waves, depending on the control strategy and circuit design used for
controlling the SCRs. What are common applications of single phase inverters using SCRs?
Common applications include motor drives, uninterruptible power supplies (UPS), heating control
systems, and renewable energy systems such as solar inverters where controlled AC power is
required from a DC source. How does the commutation process work in SCR-based inverters?
Commutation in SCR inverters involves turning off the SCRs after conduction, which can be
achieved through natural line commutation, forced commutation circuits, or auxiliary circuits that
interrupt the current flow, ensuring proper operation and waveform quality. 
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